
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

I would like to start by thanking you all for your ongoing support and trust throughout these recent weeks. I’m sure no one 

expected to be in this situation 8 weeks ago as the school year started. The following information is based on information 

shared with us late this evening. I will update you further as details become clearer. For now, we encourage you to look 

after each other and focus on you, your families and your communities. 

School Closure 

As mentioned in our earlier update, school is now closed for all students except those whose families are involved in 

essential services. Essential services are defined here:https://covid19.govt.nz/government-actions/covid-19-alert-system/ 

If you are working in one of these essential areas your children may attend school on Tuesday and Wednesday. Normal 

school hours apply for both days and we ask that students report to Room 24 (downstairs in the new block). As of midnight 

Wednesday schools will be closed for all. 

Home Learning/School Holidays 

We will be spending the next couple of days finalising arrangements for home learning. Home learning will be available on 

Thursday and Friday this week and teachers will communicate directly with you regarding expectations and access details. 

The Minister of Education has this evening announced that the school holidays have been bought forward to Monday 30 

March. This means teachers will provide home learning this week and then all students and teachers will go into school 

holidays. Term time will recommence on Wednesday 15 April, the day after Easter, at which time the lockdown period will 

still be in effect so we will recommence home learning programmes at this time. 

In an effort to manage home learning expectations the following provides an outline of our general approach throughout 

the term time lockdown period. As mentioned teachers will provide further details in due course. 

• Teachers will provide a selection of material via Google Classroom and other relevant online resources.  

• Online material may include assignments, quizzes, research material, research tasks, independent study and links 

to other sites. 

• To provide flexibility to families whilst navigating these difficult times, tasks will be a mixture of ‘must do's’ and 

‘can do’s’. This will help to clarify what is considered core learning and what is additional. 

• Teachers will arrange a set time for an hour each day to be online and available to communicate with students via 

text, google chat, google meet etc. Outside of these set times teachers will work flexibly to check in with students 

and prepare additional material. This will help ensure students remain connected and feel supported throughout 

this time. 

• The Ministry of Education are also putting together a series of resources which you will be able to access should 

you wish to provide additional opportunities to your children. In addition there are some great ideas on the 

Internet about how you might spend this time. One of modern life’s greatest challenges is time. We have all just 

been gifted at least 4 weeks, let's spend it wisely.  

Camp Refunds 

With the lockdown now being instated we are not in a position to process theses refunds in the short term. As soon as is 

practicable we will be in touch regarding timing and processes to facilitate this. 

On behalf of all our students I would like to thank you for providing stability and support over these recent weeks. As I 

looked out my window this afternoon, it made me smile seeing our young people running around and playing seemingly 

without a care in the world. We look forward to working with you over these coming weeks. In the meantime, take care of 

one another, keep your loved ones in your hearts and to quote Jacinda ‘be kind to one another’.  

Warmest regards 

Kyle Brewerton 
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