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SEPTEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMME 2020 REVAMP 
As we have shared on various occasions a great deal of work has been done over the past few years reviewing and updating our school 

mission and developing supporting belief statements. 

Mission Statement - Remuera Intermediate School will provide a rigorous and enriching education in an environment that supports the 

unique social, emotional and academic needs of emerging adolescents. The aim of this education is to develop resilient, compassionate 

and responsible members of a global community.  

Belief Statements - Rigorous, engaging and inspiring learning experiences develop the knowledge, skills and understanding relevant to 

our students’ world now and into the future. 

A range of assessment practices provide purposeful, timely and relevant information regarding the progress and achievement of all 

students. 

Individual strengths, needs, interests and experiences are integral in contributing to a culture of high expectations where everyone feels 

safe, supported and valued. 

Positive and supportive relationships provide a solid foundation for social, emotional, intellectual and physical development. 

Teachers and school leaders actively seek and participate in professional learning to support continuous growth and development. 

This work has informed our decisions going forward and provided a clear sense of direction and purpose. A key feature of these 

statements is the focus on providing opportunities that are engaging, inspiring and relevant for our students now and into the future. 

With this focus in mind, we have spent the first half of this year critically reviewing our current Specialist Programmes and challenging 

their relevance. 

The consequence of this work is a completely revamped Specialist Programme commencing in 2020. The following provides details of 

how this Programme will operate and what opportunities will be available to our students going forward. We are currently in the 

process of redeveloping a number of areas in the school to provide fit for purpose spaces that support the delivery of these subjects. 

As of 2020 the following Programme will be available to students here at RI. As per previous years the Year 8 students will have the 

opportunity to consider which areas they have a particular interest in and in turn they will be asked to select their options in order of 

preference. Every effort will be made to give students their first three choices however in some instances this may not be possible. 

The following provides an overview of the Specialist Programme on offer from the beginning of 2020. 
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WATER POLO 2019 

The RI water polo squad of 45 players is nearing the end of a great season with many recently playing in the Winter Festival 

and Tim Sonderer Tournaments, involving schools from across Auckland as well as Tauranga.  

Winter Festival 

Competition was very strong for the Winter Festival and our Red team were very happy to win the Plate for 9th place in the 

A grade competition.  The Black and Gold teams also played well to come 11th and 12th in their grades.  

Tim Sonderer Tournament 

This is a special tournament for RI as Tim Sonderer was an RI student who loved water polo but who died tragically in an 

accident.  RI achieved a very special result with our aptly named Gold team winning the gold medal in the C grade 

competition.  This was no easy feat, with a number of precision goals from Xavier Melrose and Maia Langatuki in the semi-

final and tenacious goals by Max Powell in the final, capitalising on a massive whole team effort of relentless attack and 

defense. The team left nothing in the tank to achieve a nail-biting 4-3 win against a tough Murray’s Bay opponent in the 

final.  

Congratulations to Max Powell who received the Most Valuable Player award for the whole of C Grade and Ben Lindsey 

who was awarded Most Valuable Goal Keeper of the grade. The other team members were Milla Steele, Deep Ramprakash, 

Bailee Phillips-Te Haara and Mac Carver. 

Our other Red, Black and Silver teams performed solidly with the Red team improving on its Winterfest ranking to finish a 

very respectable 7th in the A grade. 

The squad has one more tournament to come, with the overriding aim to have fun, further develop our skills and hopefully 

improve on our rankings. 
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NORTH ISLAND SKI CHAMPS 2019 

Our students went down to Mt Ruapehu to compete in the North Island Ski Champs. 

With 98 team entries we had outstanding results. 

RI Team 1 (Sam Pratt, Isaac Phillips, Reeve Innes, Jack Brew and Charlotte Christie) 

6th Place 

RI Team 2 (Oliver Lu, Lucy Manning, Bryan Lee, Sam Hollier and Yafa Rowe) 

54th Place   

 

 

INTERZONE CROSS COUNTRY 2019 

Despite a threatening weather forecast on September 3, 13 eager runners departed RI on the bus and headed to Pukekohe. 

Conditions were mild and windy and thankfully the rainclouds stayed in the distance. On arrival the runners walked the 

hilly, undulating course to familiarise themselves before their races. The racing began at 11:00am and the four races were 

all over an hour later. Students found the course tough but enjoyed the mix of up and down hill. All RI runners gave it their 

best amongst very strong opposition.  

Year 7 Girls     Year 8 Girls 

Nina Brown - 19th    Kayo Findsen - 11th 

Ayline Helgen - 44th    Leila Daniels - 33rd 

Year 7 Boys     Year 8 Boys  

Quinn Moss - 5th    Team: 3rd 
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CENTRAL ZONE CROSS COUNTRY 2019 

On Wednesday 28 August the top eight runners in each category descended upon Waiatarua Reserve to compete against 

the top runners in the Central Zone competition. 

This event was hosted by RI so our teachers, parents and students helped to set up and run the event. 

The students in the Sports Committee were marshalls around the course and they did an excellent job guiding runners. 

The day was fine and mild but the course was very wet. Running conditions were soft and very challenging for all, despite it 

being a flat course. 

RI runners worked hard in their respective races and were very happy with the results. 

Year 7 Girls       Year 8 Girls 

Nina Brown 5th      Kayo Findsen 2nd 

Ayline Helgen 8th     Leila Daniels 10th 

Team: 2nd             Team: 3rd 

Year 7 Boys      Year 8 Boys 

Quinn Moss 1st      Robert Fitzpatrick 6th 

Luke Fowler 11th     Ethan Chuang 7th 

Team: 5th       Team: 1st 
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AIMS GAMES 2019 

Swimming 

Carolyn Yu (Year 8) - 2nd in the 100m breaststroke and came Top 5 for the rest of her 6 events 

Yachting 

Nicola Hume (Year 8) - Sailed like a champion and had some amazing results.  It was very cold in Tauranga and raining too. 

The 63 strong Optimist Fleet was divided into 2 heats.  Nicola won the first race of the day in her heat which was a great 

start! Points in sailing are based on the lowest number of points over a series of races.  There were 5 qualifying races and 3 

Final Races. Overall Nicola finished 7th and was the First Year 8 Girl bringing back the Gold medal for RI. 

Gymnastics 

Troy Craddock (Year 7) - 1st Tumbling, 2nd Trampoline 

Cross Country 

Quinn Moss (Year 7) - 17th out of 178 Year 7 boys. Some tough competition but a great experience for him! 

Tennis 

Zac Fussell and Matthew Davidson (Year 7) - Placed in the same draw for Intermediate Boys. The initial qualifying draw was 

56 boys where Zac came 7th overall and Matthew came 20th. Together the boys were placed between 5th-8th for the 

doubles. Fantastic effort by both students, the competition was very high especially the Year 8 Boys!  

Girls Futsal Team 

Amelie Drumm, Putri Ardana, Augustine Malcolm, Kaizea Miller, Christelle McGuire, Nina Taylor, Anika Todd and Nina 

Brown. Our RI Futsal team joined 26 other teams from around NZ coached by Shane Miller. The girls played incredibly well, 

winning all 3 pool matches to go through as the winner of Pool G to the quarter finals, where they came up against a strong 

Balmoral team. With the score a 1-1 draw at the full-time whistle, the girls went to penalty shoot out where they scored 3 

to Balmoral’s 1 to win the quarter final. Despite a strong start against Dio in the semis, the girls lost 3-2, placing 4th out of 

27 teams! Congratulations girls! An awesome achievement to build on for next year!  

The girls were well coached, looked after and supported by a fantastic group of parents and were lucky to be sponsored by 

some very generous businesses including: Harveys Real Estate Papatoetoe, HUP Soccer Skills, Deep Biotech, Westferry 

Property Services and The Hobson with fruit and veges for the week provided by Jack Lum. Thanks for your support of our 

RI Futsal Girls - amazing! 

Golf 

Robby Turnbull (Year 8) - Loved the golf played with his mates on 4 different courses. He shot 75, 74, 72 and 71 to win the 

overall boy’s competition by 21 shots which is a hefty margin in golf. Well done on your gold medal! 

Mountain Biking 

Jonny Barclay and Alex Clark (Year 8) - Arrived at Summerhill MTB park on Wednesday and rode a couple of reconnaissance 

laps of the course.  A bit slippery and just technical enough to allow the more experienced bike handlers to shine. Both Alex 

and Jonny loved it. On Thursday (Race Day) Jonny started first in the Year 8 Boys with Alex and Year 8 Girls 5 minutes 

behind.  Jonny had 70+ riders in his group and sadly got stuck at the back of the start grid. Alex had 16 or so in her group 

and all the girls were exceptional riders.  Despite Jonny starting near the back, having to deal with a crash and traffic before 

even reaching the start line, he was able to pass the 60 or so riders in front of him. With an incredible effort over the two 

lap course he was able to finish just short of the podium in 5th place, just over a minute behind the winner. Alex also put in 

a huge effort and after passing a large portion of the boys group (despite their 5 minute head start) was able to secure a 

solid 5th place. 
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RI CYCLING  

During the winter months our road cycling and mountain bike teams have been competing in various events locally and 

nationally. Here is the update: 

ROAD RACING 

Pukekohe Team Cycle Series - June 

Boys Teams 1st and 4th 

Girls Teams 2nd and 3rd 

Boys #1 Team Jonny Barclay, Richie Wood, Finn Houghton & Kyle Paris - 1st place 

Boys #2 Team Toby Browne, Robert Turnbull, Hamish Fehl, Reeve Innes - 4th 

place 

Girls #1 Team Alex Clark, Anya White, Elsa Murray - 2nd place 

Girls #2 Team Anita Iese, Miko Maejima-Ngamoki, Charlotte Christie- 3rd place  

North Island Schools Road Race Championship, Cambridge - July  

Jonny Barclay - 2nd in Criterium 

Toby Browne - 3rd in Criterium (B grade) 

North Island Intermediate Schools Road Competition, Taupo – August 

Y7 Boys individual - Kyle Paris 3rd place 

Y7 Boys team - Toby Browne, Robert Turnbull, Kyle Paris - 4th place 

Northern Tour - 3-stage event (ITT, Hill Climb, Criterium), Auckland – 

September 

Jonny Barclay -1st in each stage, 1st GC and 1st Criterium National title  

Kyle Paris - 3rd Criterium National title 

Finn Houghton - 3rd hill climb 

MOUNTAIN BIKING  

The Cyco 2019 Auckland Schools Mountain Bike Championships 5 stage series. 

U13 - Jonny Barclay 1st, Finn Houghton 2nd 

U15 - Alex Clark 3rd 

Good luck to those riders travelling to Palmerston North for Schools Road Cycling Nationals being held over the first 

weekend of the holidays. 
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CHEER AND DANCE FACTOR 2019 

What a wonderful weekend at the Barfoot and Thompson Stadium, Kohimarama on Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 September. 

Our Cheer Squads and Dancers went off to compete with amazing results!! Everyone was elated (and exhausted!) and did 

RI proud. 

Cheer Factor Results  

Scholastic L1/2: 2nd place - RI Cheer Team 

L2 Stunt Team: 1st place - Tessa Burrell, Ruby Royce, Mia MacMillan & Mojdeh Kan 

L1 Cheer Solo: 1st place - Alex Clark 

L2 Cheer Solo: 3rd place - Tash Wu 

L1 Cheer Duo: 1st place - Alex Clark & Mojdeh Kan. 2nd place - Tania Liu & Alice Li 

L2 Cheer Duo: 2nd place - Alex Clark & Mojdeh Kan. 3rd place - Coco Lorenzon & Leela Baker 

Dance Factor Results 

Junior Open Dance Troupe: 1st place -Jazz Funk. 2nd place –Tap 

Open Pom Team: 1st place – Pom 

Junior Contemporary/Lyrical Troupe: 1st place – Lyrical. 2nd place - Contemporary Aussie. 3rd place - Contemporary  

Junior Jazz Troupe: 2nd place - Elite Jazz Troupe. 4th place - Jazz Competition  

Junior Hip Hop Troupe: 4th place - Hip Hop Troupe 

Junior Contemporary/ Lyrical Solo: 3rd place - Emily Morrow 

Junior Hip Hop Solo: 3rd place - Oscar Sunkel 

Junior Jazz Duo: 1st place - Emily Morrow & Helen Jiang. 2nd place - Tania Liu & Emily Morrow. 3rd place - Ruby Holliman & 

Violet Goldsmith  

Junior Hip Hop Duo: 1st place - Oscar Sunkel & Phoebe Stewart 

Junior Contemporary/Lyrical Duo: 1st place - Hannah Joyce & Helen Jiang. 2nd place - Angeline Joe & Emily Morrow 

Open Dance Trio: 1st place – Kiara Maki, Jana Fulford & Nadiya Mudaliar. 2nd place - Emily Morrow, Helen Jiang &  

Hannah Joyce 
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DUNEDIN 2019 

On 18th August 30 students and 3 teachers, Mr Beckett, Mr Whitehouse and Ms Choat left Auckland airport to travel to 

Dunedin and Queenstown for a week. 

Students were hosted by families from Tahuna Intermediate School for the first 4 days and from this base we explored 

Dunedin and the surrounding area. 

Highlights were a Wildlife Harbour cruise, a visit to Lanarch Castle and the Albatross Colony, although students may have 

rated the visit to the Hydroslide a top 2 event! 

On Thursday we travelled to Queenstown stopping on the way to pan for Gold. We found some but not enough to pay for 

the trip!  The next 2 days were spent skiing Coronet Peak in perfect conditions and we experienced snow falling from the 

sky as we left the ski field Friday evening. 

Sunday we bused back to Dunedin via Arrowtown to spend one last night with our host families. 

A fantastic trip with a wonderful group of students and teachers where lasting memories and friendships were made. A 

very big thank you to all who made this great trip happen! 
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REMUERA LIBRARY WIN WITH WORDS COMPETITION 

Every year Remuera Library runs a writing 

competition called 'Win With Words' for 

Year 7 and 8 students across the Remuera 

and Orakei area. 

There are 11 schools eligible for this 

competition and this year RI students did 

exceptionally well. 

We would like to congratulate: 

Year 7 

Gemma Beasley (Rm14) for being 

awarded 3rd place in the Year 7 

competition. 

Year 8 

Poppy Roberts (Rm 4) who won the Year 8 

competition, Aimee Waterhouse (Rm 20) 

who came 2nd and Naru Simpson (Rm 28) 

who came 3rd. 

Anja White (Rm 27) for her Remuera 

Heritage Prize 

Along with these placings, several runner-

ups were also awarded and RI students also proudly featured among these prizewinners: 

Ella King (Rm 3), Tessa Morris (Rm 3), Janis Chua (Rm 3), Samuel Reeves (Rm 28) 

We are very proud of our award-winning writers! 

 

 

 

 

CENTRAL ZONE SPEECH COMPETITION 2019 

Congratulations to Mac Carver (Rm 18) who recently represented  

RI in the Central Zone Speech Competition.  
Mac delivered his speech beautifully!  

He spoke with sincerity and included some humour which was well 

received. Mac won third place overall doing himself and RI proud. 
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BOYS AND GIRLS BREAKFAST 2019 

There was a great turnout for the Boys Breakfast on Thursday 29 August and for the Girls Breakfast on Thursday 19 

September. 

DJ Forbes, former captain of the All Blacks Sevens team, gave a wonderfully informative talk to the boys and their parents. 

This covered rugby and the importance of keeping a balance in life and answering questions ranging from coaching 

techniques and pro tips on how to get to the top, to how we should respect our referees. 

Judith Tabron, Auckland Restaurateur and founder of Soul Bar and Bistro, gave an inspirational talk to the girls and their 

parents about her experiences. 

Such large events can't happen without a lot of people in the background. The PTA committee would like to extend a 

heartfelt thanks to all the people who got up before the crack of dawn on each day to ensure everything ran smoothly. 

And to Countdown Greenlane, who not only generously supplied all the food and drink but gave up their time to dish it up 

too! 
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LOST PROPERTY 

We have a large number of items in our lost property bins.  All 

named items that are found around the school are returned to 

their owners, so please ensure that your child’s items are clearly 

labelled.  All items in this photo are unnamed.  If you have lost an 

item, please encourage your child to visit the lost property bins 

located at the side of the hall stairs.   

Hopefully some of the 40 lunch boxes may be claimed! 

 

 

 

WILLIAM PIKE 

The William Pike Challenge students were at it again this 

month, really experiencing the ‘highs and lows’ of Outdoor 

Education on our Caving and Climbing trip.  

With the spring sunshine beaming down upon us, we 

learned to belay and climbed up jagged rocks outside of 

Waipu. However, our real fears were conquered as we 

abseiled down three times that height, including a section of 

mid-air descent over the cave openings. After lunch, we 

donned helmets and head torches to head underneath the 

ground, testing our levels of claustrophobia as we tunnelled 

through cracks and gaps in the Waipu Caves.  

In all, the group were hugely successful with every student 

completing all challenges, literally climbing outside our 

comfort zones in the pursuit of personal growth! It’s been a 

big year but stay tuned for more in Term 4! 

 

 

ICE SPEED SKATING CHAMIONSHIPS 

Two Remuera Intermediate pupils travelled to Christchurch recently to take part in the New Zealand Ice Speed Skating 

Championships. 

Andy Lee won a Silver Medal for his race event and a Cup for 1st place in the 3000m relay event.  

David Kwon won a Gold Medal for his race event and a Cup for 1st place overall in the day’s events. 
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2019 VIRTUAL-A-THON WINNERS 

 
 

Congratulations RI - your outstanding fundraising efforts have resulted in the purchase of a class set of Virtual Reality 

Headsets! They are ordered and on their way!!! 
The PTA would like to thank the families and friends who have supported this successful fundraiser, with special thanks to 

our top 5 students: 

  FIRST PRIZE - Apple Airpods   SHANYU CHAWDRAPU   Room 26  

  SECOND PRIZE - Google Home  HUNTER BARROW   Room 9 

  THIRD PRIZE - Wonderboom  NADIYA MUDALIAR  Room 19 

  FOURTH PRIZE - Sphero Ollie  TAREK BLAIR   Room 25 

  FIFTH PRIZE - Sylvia Park Voucher DEJA HALFORD-EATON  Room 26  

 

IMPORTANT DATES       

27 September  Term 3 Ends    18 November  BOT Meeting    

14 October  Term 4 Starts    19 November  William Pike Graduation  

22 October  BOT Meeting    29 November   Awards Assembly   

24 October  Dance Showcase   3 December  BOT Meeting 

31 October  Talent Quest    4 December  Annual Prizegiving 

12 November  PTA Meeting    11 December   Sports and Arts Awards Ceremony 

13 November  APPA Music Festival   17 December   Term 4 Ends 

14 November  Orientation Evening 

 

  (For a full list of important dates, please see the calendar on the school website.) 
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REMUERA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL APP  
You can download the free app from the App Store or Google Play. It works on both 

android and Apple phones. It sends important school messages and forms a big part of 

our school communications.  If you have not downloaded the App, please click this link   

http://remueraint.apps.school.nz/share/   

Features of the App:  

 You can subscribe to alert groups of interest to you and your child 

 You can complete the absentee form directly from the App 
 You can access the school calendar, news and events directly through the App 

 We can send out targeted alerts to everyone with the App or to specific groups 

ABSENCES 
All absences need to be reported by 8:45am at the latest. 
To report an absence please: 

 Use the 'Report an Absence' link in the top right corner on the school website homepage 

http://www.remint.school.nz  

 Use the school app or  

 Phone the office on 09 522 9890 Option 1  

Please do not email absence notifications to classroom teachers 

ABSENCE TEXT NOTIFICATION 
Your children’s safety is of paramount importance to us.  In order to ensure the safety of all our students, at 9:30am if your 

child has not been marked as Present we will send out a text notification to alert you of his/her absence.   

We are aware many parents are simply very busy people and forget to notify the school so please respond with a Y and a 

reason for the absence/lateness.  

Respond with an N if you have dropped your child at school or know that he/she was coming to school and we can 

investigate this promptly.  

Should your mobile number change, please notify the school immediately so that we can update our records accordingly. 

PARENT PORTAL 
Parents are able to use our portal to pay for their child’s donations and fees. We encourage anyone who has not already 

signed up to do so.  The address is https://parent.musac.school.nz/ 

http://remueraint.apps.school.nz/share/
http://www.remint.school.nz/
https://parent.musac.school.nz/

