MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Life is really starting to feel settled again. Looking out
of my window yesterday it was fantastic to see the
sun shining and young people relaxing and spending
time together with their peers. Pre COVID routines
are again becoming the norm and schools feels like it
did a little over two months ago. This is a real
testament to everyone who contributes in one way or
another as a member of the RI community. Going
forward we are looking forward to the return of sport
and many of our schoolwide activities such as
orchestra, singing, art week, dance showcases and
many more. With only 4 weeks left in the term we
have a few updates to share.

STAFFING UPDATE
Hayley Buckley goes on maternity leave today as she
prepares to welcome another little member of to the Buckley family. We wish her and her family the very best. Cameron
Olliff, who has returned to RI after working abroad, has taken over Room 15 and the role of Sport Coordinator in Hayley’s
absence. Adam Rice, also having recently returned to NZ, will be joining the team in Term 3 to provide additional support to
staff for the remainder of 2020. Elliot Peacock has joined Room 25 for the remainder of the year to work alongside Alaric
Nicholls.

REPORTING TO PARENTS
Due to the impact on teaching and learning over these last couple of months we have moved our written mid-year report to
Week 5 of Term 3. This will ensure parents and students have a complete picture of achievement for terms 1 and 2. This
timeline ensures families will have up to date records to include with any applications for secondary school including any out
of zone applications.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
These will take place in Week 11 of this term Monday 22nd June – Thursday 25th June. Having received a positive response to
the possibility of online interviews we will be running a combination of online and face to face meetings. To simplify the
booking process, we have opted to host all face to face meetings on Wednesday 24th June and as such this will be a teacher
only day. Online meeting times will be available from 3:15 – 5:30 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. More details
about these interviews and the process will be shared next week.

TEACHER ONLY DAY TO HOST PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
As mentioned above Wednesday 24th June will be a Teacher Only Day. No school for students.
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DURING LOCKDOWN
HEAD STUDENTS THOUGHTS BEFORE THE RETURN TO SCHOOL IN LEVEL 2
Caleb Jenkins
If you were listening to the PM’s speech on the seventh, then you’ll know that schools will be allowed to open in Level 2. Our
lives will slowly turn back to “normal” and we will reflect on the lockdown. I can’t help but feel a little bit sad as we head out
of the six-week quarantine and I wanted to recognize that in this newsletter.
Here are a couple of things I’ll miss:


First and foremost, I’m going to miss my extra free time. I can sleep in without rushing
to get to school and I don’t have to spend hours in the car traveling to school and
activities (although at the same time I really miss those things!) It has been great to
spend this extra time being creative, spending time with my family, and doing things I
enjoy.



Secondly, I’m going to miss the quiet. Now, if you’re like me, and you enjoy frequently
sitting down and reading a good book, you’ll know why I appreciate the silence so
much. We’re probably not going to get this much quiet again!



Finally, I’m going to miss seeing my bubble as much. Somehow, they haven’t driven me
crazy yet; I feel like it’s been the other way around if anything! I’ve learned to
appreciate what I have and value every chance we get during not just the lockdown, but
everyday life.

What are you going to miss about Lockdown?

Makayla Gillen
Even though I have enjoyed certain areas of home learning, here are the main things I miss about going to school:






being with other people; everything is much more fun when you are working with others to complete the same goal,
AKO. learning from others as they learn from us,
doing things at school that are different from home so we don’t get bored,
playing games with other people your own age, and
last of all, getting help from our wonderful teachers who also have been working
through the lockdown to make sure we are okay and learning.

So make sure to thank them and enjoy the last few days of home learning.
See you soon! Makayla and Cassie the cat.
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Scarlett Herrell
I hope everyone is coping in lockdown! I am absolutely stoked about the decision to move down to Level 2! I can’t wait to see
my mates and go back to school. I think everyone will be thankful for the little things after quarantine. This is brilliant!
I wrote this before the announcement and I know there is no lockdown anymore but if you find yourself getting bored again..
here are 10 things to do if you’re bored:











Watch a movie! DVDS, Netflix and more.
Play some sport in your backyard, driveway or somewhere in your bubble.
Do some baking. Try and use the ingredients you already have at home!
Read a book! I recommend Harry Potter or any Enid Blyton book!
Spend time with family or whoever is in your bubble.
Contact friends. You could facetime, text or email. Talk to your
Grandparents and make their day!
Clean or tidy your bedroom (even the stuff in the very back of the
wardrobe that's been sitting there for years).
Do some arts and crafts.
Go old fashioned and write a letter.
Build a fort.

See you soon! :))

Hamish Fehl
You’ve already heard from the others so I won’t make this too long. Although our world has
shifted and changed in quite some ways over the last few months, good news has arrived!
We’re going back to school on Monday. We will be able to play sports and do other activities.
Throughout these times of both chaos and boredom, I’ve enjoyed certain things about the
lockdown and missed things about living normally. First of all, I’ve loved the ability to sleep in
a bit. I’m sure most of you have taken advantage of this factor at least once or twice. And
also, there’s heaps more time to do things that we wouldn’t normally get time to do. For
example, at my house, we’ve made some changes to our driveway. See, it isn’t all bad!
Anyway, that’s all from me. I can’t wait to see you all back at school on Monday!

PARKING
A reminder that the car parks at school are strictly for staff only and parking of non staff members is not permitted at any
time. There is parking on St Vincent Avenue or Ascot Avenue. For safety reason please do not use the carparks as a drop
off/pick up area before and after school unless expressly permitted by the school.
Thank you all again for your support in keeping Remuera Intermediate running smoothly and safely.
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LOCKDOWN ART CHALLENGE
Mrs Sturgiss put together an art challenge over lockdown to replicate pieces of art at home. There were lots of great photos
with students putting in huge effort to get the best results.

The Scream
by Edvard Munch
(Jalis Helgen Year 7)

Princess Eudocia Ivanovna Galitzine
as Flora
by Élisabeth Vigée Le Brun
(Lydia Russ Year 7)

The Laughing Cavalier
by Frans Hals 1624
(Lydia MacDonald Year 7)

The Girl with the Pearl Earring
by Johannes Vermeer, 1665
(Tilly Joils Year 7)
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AFTER LOCKDOWN
Miss Ruttenberg and Room 9 have been making cards for essential workers. During the week they delivered those for the
police and the supermarket.

ASSEMBLIES
Under the current level 2 conditions we have replaced the full school and year level assemblies with syndicate
assemblies. This is a chance for syndicates to come together to share news of the school and to have a bit of fun!

Rooms 11 - 14 set a donut eating challenge

Jack Angell Rm 11 & Loreeta Sadd Rm 12

Jack Powell Rm 13 & Daisy Male Rm 14

Room 1, 8, 9 and 10 decided to get creative with balloons

The teachers eventually gave the students a go!
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HEAD STUDENTS AND CLASS COUNCILLORS 2020
Head Students
Makayla Gillen
Hamish Fehl

Scarlett Herrell
Caleb Jenkins

Class Councillors
Room
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Liam Yeh
Katerina Lontzetiduo
Avneet Dhaliwal
Oli Pitts
Mikaela Renner
Hunter Matthews
Matthew Wang
Jack Baillie
Emma Penrose
Kouki Tang
Amy Thorpe
Zareena Bharuchi
Shivon Prasad
Brooke Griffiths
Tyler Jenkins
Callie McCree
Hiroki Mafi
Sukhlyn Kaur
Jonathan Moody
Sophie Cresswell
Louis Butler
Quinn Moss
Filip Milivojevic
Dylan Marsh
Nishita Gupta
Alice Pitchers
Hothaifa Oumer
Tahnis Taumata
Mac Carver
Elaine Heimgartner

Mahalia Cocker
Charlotte Christie
Micah Hill
Jessica Hong
Wayne Zhuang
Mitchell Willis
Amelie Drumm
Telisa Ongoloka
Rowan Phillips
Sosaia Vea
Mikayla Chai
Rowan Nichols
Bella Innes
Connor Clark
Georgina McCallum
Finn Worth
Claudia Farnon
Nathanael Senn
Maneet Kaur
Zach Lambert
Annika Van Rossum
Ruby Thomas
Ashan Kannangara
Haylee Kuhtze
Jesse Chandra
Arnav Ram
James Syme
Vivahn Singh
Ashfa Mohamed Cassim
Sasha Bedekar

WITHDRAWN LIBRARY BOOKS
In the past our withdrawn library books have been passed on to charities and service groups with contacts to schools in
Tanzania, Vanuatu and Fiji.
We now have 4 more boxes of withdrawn books (mainly fiction, all in good condition) available to any person or group able to
put them to good use here or overseas.
Please contact Jenny Inverarity, RI Library Manager on jennyi@remint.school.nz or phone 09 522 9890 ext. 811 if you are
interested.
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SAMOA LANGUAGE WEEK / VAIASO O LE GAGANA SAMOA
Across the school, students shared some Samoan Language and culture during syndicate assemblies and class time. Rooms 25 ran some activities plus an art, dance, sport and cooking elective afternoon.
Room 3 displayed a Samoan Siapo (a fine cloth made from tree bark).

Students visited Room 5 to do an artworks activity for the Samoan Cultural Week.

Talofa lava ……
Celebrating Samoan Language week at school gave us opportunities to take part in Sasa’s, learn about Samoan culture and to
try out a range of Samoan words and phrases.

Jason Tousoon Room 27
Sharing his pepeha in Samoan
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We were also treated to a visit by Kamiya David-Poimafisi’s mother Rose-Marie and grandmother Maria who visited Rooms
26 – 28. They shared items from Samoan culture and taught us the words and actions to “Savalivali means go for a walk”.
Such a great afternoon!

Our syndicates also took part and put together some pretty impressive Sasa’s.

Rooms 1, 8, 9 and 10 Sasa

Rooms 15 - 17 Sasa

2021 ENROLMENTS
If you have a Year 6 student who will be coming to RI in 2021, we encourage you to contact the school about starting the
enrolment process early to ensure we are well prepared for the coming year. The enrolment form is available on the school
website and at the school office. If you have a query regarding the enrolment process, please contact Ms Margaret Khoong
at enrolments@remint.school.nz

Important dates for 2021 Enrolment
In Zone/Out of Zone Applications Open Monday 18 May 2020
- Forms are available on the school website and at the school office
- Applications can be received via email, post or via the school office
- Any applications that are not completed correctly or are missing
documents will be rejected and returned to parents
In Zone Applications Due Back

Wednesday 2 September 2020

Out of Zone Applications Close

Wednesday 2 September 2020 at 3:30pm – no exceptions

Out of Zone Ballot

Wednesday 9 September 2020
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2020 ENVIRO WEEK – WEEK 10
Monday - Rubbish Campaign - Encourage the school population to clean up the school to better appreciate our immediate
environment.
Tuesday - Transport Shift away from cars - A general push for more students to travel by more sustainable means walk, bike
or scooter etc. rather than drive in a car to and from school. A Google Form will be sent out to all students providing the
necessary information.
Wednesday - 2040? A screening of a film that strongly promotes the environment by imagining life in twenty years.
Thursday - Sustainable Activity - Create a space for a design activity related to environmental messages in the Media Room.
Posters can be designed on computers in order for them to be more sustainable rather than creating on paper. Prizes will be
given out for the most innovative designs.
Friday – Quiz - Run in the Hall where teams can represent each class to demonstrate their knowledge about environmental
concerns.
This is an initiative that is co-hosted by The Social Changency and the RI Enviro Squad who will prepare all the resources to
keep the activities of the week sustained.
The Social Changency will create a video to promote these activities that can be played in classrooms if there are no
Assemblies.
The activities will mostly take place during lunchtimes with some specific initiative each day.
The week will be so awesome and it is our hope that we can get as many school students involved.
While we have your attention and you are reading our message we encourage you to subscribe to our Youtube channel and
visit our Blog.
The Social Changency's Youtube Channel
The Social Changency's Blog
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IMPORTANT DATES
8 – 9 June

Science Roadshow

24 June

Teacher Only Day

16 June

BOT Meeting

03 July

Term 2 Ends

22 June-25 June

Parent Teacher Interviews

20 July

Term 3 Starts

(For a full list of important dates, please see the calendar on the school website.)

REMUERA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL APP
You can download the free app from the App Store or Google Play. It works on both
android and Apple phones. It sends important school messages and forms a big part of our
school communications. If you have not downloaded the App, please click this link
http://remueraint.apps.school.nz/share/
Features of the App:






You can subscribe to alert groups of interest to you and your child
You can complete the absentee form directly from the App
You can access the school calendar, news and events directly through the App
We can send out targeted alerts to everyone with the App or to specific groups

ABSENCES
All absences need to be reported by 8:45am at the latest.
To report an absence please:




Use the 'Report an Absence' link in the top right corner on the school website homepage
http://www.remint.school.nz
Use the school app or
Phone the office on 09 522 9890 Option 1

Please do not email absence notifications to classroom teachers

ABSENCE TEXT NOTIFICATION
Your children’s safety is of paramount importance to us. In order to ensure the safety of all our students, at 9:30am if your
child has not been marked as Present we will send out a text notification to alert you of his/her absence.
We are aware many parents are simply very busy people and forget to notify the school so please respond with a Y and a
reason for the absence/lateness.
Respond with an N if you have dropped your child at school or know that he/she was coming to school and we can investigate
this promptly.
Should your mobile number change, please notify the school immediately so that we can update our records accordingly.

PARENT PORTAL
Parents are able to use our portal to pay for their child’s donations and fees. We encourage anyone who has not already
signed up to do so. The address is https://parent.musac.school.nz/

Ascot Avenue, Remuera, Auckland 1050, New Zealand
T 09 522 9890 | E officemgr@remint.school.nz | www.remint.school.nz

