FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
The most important relationship with your child after your own,
is the one between your child and their teacher.
Don’t be a Stranger – take a moment to introduce yourself to your child’s teacher, and stay in contact.
Learning doesn’t stop at 3.00 pm – support the teacher by encouraging your child to talk about the school day and what
they are studying.
Keep your child organised – check newsletters, notices, reminders, alerts etc. Encourage your child to have a timetable
displayed so they know when PE gear is needed and when they have specialist classes.
Teachers are on your side so give them support – some parents go into ‘attack mode’ when their child complains about
a teacher. Try to get the full story by contacting the teacher in a positive way, and working together on the situation.
Let your child make mistakes – teachers want students who try hard and not all students are going to get all work
correct all the time. Support your child but don’t put too much pressure on them to be perfect. Our greatest lessons
often come from the mistakes we make.
If the teacher is doing a good job let them know – working with a large group of young people is highly demanding. It’s
incredibly uplifting and appreciated when someone takes the time to say thank you.

HOME AND SCHOOL EMAIL COMMUNICATION
These days the use of email allows us to communicate more efficiently. To ensure we all (staff, students, parents and the
wider community) find that email continues to be a productive form of communication, we have developed school
guidelines around its use. Thank you for working with us in following these guidelines.

E-Mail Guidelines
Decide if you are sending this email for the purposes of information giving or some other reason. Organisation of events,
meeting requests and information giving are the best use of email as a form of communication.
Try to keep emails brief and include a clear subject line as a header so people can identify swiftly if it is relevant to them.
Make sure that it is clear in your email what the purpose of the email is - do you require specific action or is the email for
information only?
Avoid using email for complaining or venting - this is not an appropriate use of the medium. If you have a sensitive issue
or challenging situation, please do not hesitate to make a time to speak to your child’s teacher or one of our school
leaders in person.
Avoid using email as an excuse to avoid personal contact. A simple ‘rule of thumb’ is to ask yourself if you would say
what you have written to face to face.

Parents to Staff E-Mail
If you have any concerns about your child you need to contact your child’s classroom teacher to make a time to meet to
discuss your concerns. This can be done via email. Please inform your child’s teacher of your concerns before the
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meeting to support a positive outcome. Please do not expect a reply from a teacher immediately as our expectation is
that they will be working with children during the school day. Teachers will reply to emails within three working days.

ROAD SAFETY
The school has safety rules that our staff strictly enforce, particularly at the end of the school day. We are very aware of
the dangers the students face crossing the road at the Ascot Ave/Greenlane lights, and there are concerns about the
traffic congestion along both Ascot Ave and St Vincents Ave. We expect parents to support our Safety Rules:




Parents should not call out to their children to run across the road. This is extremely dangerous.
PARENTS ARE NOT TO DRIVE INTO THE SCHOOL or block driveways to pick up or drop off students unless
authorised.
Students should use the controlled crossings at Ascot Ave/Greenlane Rd to cross, not the crossing on Greenlane
Road close to St Vincents Ave.

We do our best to ensure your children leave our school safely. We appeal for parent cooperation. Students leaving
during the school day must be collected from the school office and signed out by a parent or guardian.

PARKING
Please do not park in the school grounds when picking up or dropping off your children. Parking is available on Ascot Ave
or St Vincent Avenue. We have also had complaints from our neighbours around the school regarding parents parking
across their driveways when picking up students from school. Please do not park and wait across any driveways in the
vicinity of the school. Also, please do not park and wait at Ascot Mercy Hospital Carpark to pick up your children.

CYBERSAFETY & RESPONSIBLE USE
All students have access to ICT to support learning. They have their own Remuera Intermediate email and login to our
network. All students are required to sign a responsible use agreement prior to accessing ICT here at school.
All computers are protected against inappropriate websites and the school has its own internal audit procedure to
monitor website use. On rare occasions, we become aware of student conflict taking place outside of school through
social media. Parents are encouraged to regularly check on how their children are using the Internet and in particular
Social Media outside of school hours.

MOBILE PHONES
Mobile phones are NOT permitted to be used at school. Should your child bring a phone for after-school use, the phone
must be turned off when entering the school site and handed to the class teacher for safekeeping throughout the day.
The school takes no responsibility for any phone brought to school.

Kyle Brewerton
Principal
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WATERWISE
Our Year 8 classes have been having a wonderful time at Waterwise in Orakei Basin. They’ve been given the opportunity
to try kayaking, windsurfing, paddle boarding and sailing. Everyone worked as a team, following instructions and even
helping those that fell out of their kayak or sailing boat!
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Room 20

Room 25
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CYCLING NEWS
The RI Cycling Club is a parent-led group who train and race in all codes of cycling; road, track and mountain biking. This
year we have registered more than 30 RI students with Cycling NZ Schools, enabling riders to compete in local, regional
and national events.
A bunch of these keen Y7 & Y8 boys and girls, along with their parents, meet regularly on Sunday mornings at Cornwall
Park to train. Riders of all abilities have fun while learning some basic individual and bunch riding skills. Prior to mountain
biking competitions, riders might also train at Woodhill on a Sunday morning. Everyone looks forward to a hot chocolate
at the end of training sessions!
For more information about the RI Cycling club please view the sports page on our website.

CENTRAL ZONES TENNIS
We 'LOVED' our day out at the tennis (get it 'loved'...). Eight talented tennis players competed in the Central Zone Tennis
tournament in Week 4 of Term 1. Not only was the sun shining on the day, so were the students - accuracy,
determination and drive were demonstrated and most importantly, sportsmanship.
It was an enjoyable day in all aspects and best of all, we came home with a few podium results.
1st - Year 7 Boys Doubles
2nd - Year 8 Boys Singles
3rd - Year 7 Boys Singles
3rd - Year 8 Boys Doubles
And to top it all off...we got the most points scored overall on the day. Great stuff team!
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CENTRAL ZONES BOYS SOFTBALL – YEAR 8
An excellent day of softball where the boys represented their school admirably. A tough start losing against a well
prepared St Peter’s was followed by an outstanding win over Wesley. Confidence was riding high and needed to be, up
against a tenacious Pasadena. Games are quite often won on one key moment. A combination of big hitting and
ferocious running between the bases allowed RI to steal the third game from the jaws of defeat.
RI lost a tight game against Kowhai where teams were finely balanced 1 - 0. Against St Paul’s we were looking at a win
but a stroke of good play by the opposition levelled the score to 4 - 4 at the siren.
With 5 games completed RI went into the semi finals with 14 points and in 2nd place. At the business end of the
tournament we played against two very strong teams in Waikowhai and Ponsonby and eventually came 4th in a hard
fought final game.
Well done boys in achieving 4th place out of 12 teams. Very respectable! Thank you to Mrs Sturgiss and Mrs Roscherr
for training the team in preparation for the big day.

2020 CAMP
YEAR 7
Please note the following dates for year 7 classes going to camp at Camp Adair, Hunua:
Rooms 11 - 14 & 26 - 28
Rooms 1, 8 – 10 & 15 – 18

Monday 30 March – Wednesday 01 April
Wednesday 01 April – Friday 03 April

YEAR 8
Please note the following dates for year 8 classes going to camp at Hunua Falls:
Rooms 6, 7 & 30
Rooms 19, 20 & 22
Rooms 2, 21 & 29
Rooms 3, 4 & 5
Rooms 23, 24 & 25

Monday 16 March – Wednesday 18 March
Wednesday 18 March – Friday 20 March
Monday 30 March – Wednesday 01 April
Wednesday 01 April – Friday 03 April
Monday 06 April – Wednesday 08 April
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A PEEK INSIDE OUR SPECIALIST CLASSROOMS
Te Reo – Ms Skelton
The walls of the new Te Akomanga Reo show photos of the 15 Year 8 classes who are
experiencing a performance based Te Reo Maori experience. In class, it is all about
whakarongo, titiro, kōrero (listen, look, speak) and for homework it is all about
whakarongo, titiro, tuhituhi (listen, look, write).

Food – Mrs Potter
Wander along the upstairs corridor any time of the day and your senses will be tantalised by the aromas wafting from
the foods room; salsa, aioli, cauliflower rice pizzas, bagels, courgette fritters, pasta bake are a few of the recipes being
created in this busy space. In Year 7 it’s all about having fun in teams, creating delicious food and building confident
cooks who have the knowledge to make good food choices. Year 8 enjoys a similar experience plus they are made aware
of a variety of food related career opportunities; food scientist, food technologist, nutritionist, chef.

Multi Materials – Mr MacCulloch
This year, in Year 7 we are designing and making containers to
hold a specific item or present. In Year 8 we are constructing
land yachts, designing sails and racing them.

Year 7 Performance Arts – Mr Zemke
Year 7 students will be offered a brand new programme
called Performance. Over several lessons the students
will be given multiple opportunities to perform and boost
their confidence to act, sing and dance.

Year 8 Performance Media – Mr Zemke
There will be opportunities for students to create several
projects including video productions that will involve greenscreening effects and animation. In addition, they will also
be given the option of creating video or stage
performances. They will be able to choose many of the
elements for their final project.
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Digitech – Mrs Herbert
Year 7 and Year 8 students have enjoyed this new area. They have
been using Sphero robots to follow specific paths and have learnt 3
different ways to make the Sphero move - Drive, Draw and
Programme.

Visual Art – Mrs Sturgiss
Year 7s are creating large painted cardboard fish. They are learning how to blend
and shade using colour families.
Year 8s are carving their lino fish (it seems to be the theme for Term 1), printing
onto backgrounds and then rolling them in clay. After firing and glazing they will
become a ‘School of Fish’ to be exhibited at Sculpture On Shore at the end of the
year.

French – Mrs Gordon
French students at RI are really enjoying having their own classroom this year upstairs in the Specialist Block. Year 7 and
Year 8 students alike are learning to have a conversation in French using a variety of greetings, introducing themselves,
spelling their names, asking how they are feeling and thanking and responding to thanks.
Students have also learnt where France is in the world and created a hand-drawn map showing many geographical
features and the names of France’s neighbours.
One class has made French toast and eaten it in the French café, listening to French music.

Music – Mrs Issa
Year 7s main learning outcome is to be able to play Keyboard, Ukulele and Drum parts in groups of 3 or 4 students,
creating a small ‘Rock Band’.
Music students have been learning to play a song called “Counting Stars” by OneRepublic. Students spent several weeks
mastering the Keyboard and Ukulele chords, as well as learning several drum patterns to be able to provide a steady
beat. In the next few weeks they are going to get in their small bands to put the skills they have learned to the test.
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SOCIAL CHANGENCY GROUP
In 2020, the Social Changency will be active again. For those of you who may be unfamiliar, we are a group that works
hard to create positive better changes in society and hopefully our future, by starting at our school. The group is active
on the internet with a youtube channel, blog and instagram account. You’re welcome to search for us online.
Our mission is to raise
awareness at our school about
important social concerns by
organising activities each term.
In term 1, we will focus on
racial equality by hosting a race
unity poster competition. All
students are encouraged to
make a poster, they are due on
30th of March. If you’re
entering, good luck!
In term 2, we will be
collaborating with the
Environmental Squad to help
turn the world little by little
into a more environmentally friendly place by arranging some initiatives over a full week. This will coincide with World
Environment Day on 5th June.
In term 3, we focus on peace to align with the International Day of Peace which is recognised on 21st September. Last
year our group created many classroom activities based on the theme of peace.
Finally, in term 4 we encourage every class to arrange some service plans within their classroom which are offered over
the two 'Service weeks’. These will happen towards the end of the year.
We have an open group that meets every Friday, any student is welcome to join us as we spread a positive message
throughout the school and our community.
https://thesocialchangency.blogspot.com/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQTi0bXKD3_lxWY0PlgBmsQ

COMMUNITY PICNIC – WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH
Remuera Intermediate invites our parents, children and extended families to our Annual Community Picnic on
Wednesday 4 March from 5:30 – 7:00pm!
Bring your family, a picnic basket and refreshments! Come along and meet the staff, the PTA, classmates and their
families.
There will be a variety of food trucks along with a sausage sizzle run by our PTA.
Each class will have a designated seating area.
We look forward to meeting you all!
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ORDERING SCHOOL LUNCH ONLINE

Parents, caregivers and students can order school lunches using Lunchonline via the internet. Tasty Tuck Shop have
joined our lunch programme to provide your student’s food choices fresh to the school in time for lunch.
It is simple all you need to do is visit www.lunchonline.co.nz
4 easy steps to placing your first order:
•
Register an account (set up new account)
•
Add member(s) (set up your child; school & classroom)
•
Make payment (so you have funds in your account)
•
Place an order
Once you have made a payment (credit card or internet banking) then you are set to order from the menu provided –
healthy and treat options available.
Orders must be in before 9.00 am.
So save yourself time in the morning by using Lunchonline.
CODING NZ
Coding NZ’s classes will help develop your young person’s brain by teaching them advanced
coding skills like how to make a computer/mobile/tablet website or application. We also
include robots! Young people have an amazing capacity for learning and introducing them
to technology coding while they’re young will help set them up for success in our
increasingly digital world. Your child will learn to not only passively consume technology,
but to create technology so that they can be an active part of the digital era.
To give your child the opportunity to learn how to program technology apply now at
codingnz.com/signup.
Classes at RI after school on Monday’s 3:10 – 4:10pm.

IMPORTANT DATES
04 March 2020

Community Picnic

07 April 2020

PTA Meeting

10 March 2020

PTA AGM

09 April 2020

Term 1 Ends

11 March 2020

Photolife

28 April 2020

Term 2 Starts

24 March 2020

BOT Meeting

27 March 2020

Awards Assembly
(For a full list of important dates, please see the calendar on the school website.)
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REMUERA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL APP
You can download the free app from the App Store or Google Play. It works on both
android and Apple phones. It sends important school messages and forms a big part of
our school communications. If you have not downloaded the App, please click this link
http://remueraint.apps.school.nz/share/
Features of the App:






You can subscribe to alert groups of interest to you and your child
You can complete the absentee form directly from the App
You can access the school calendar, news and events directly through the App
We can send out targeted alerts to everyone with the App or to specific groups

ABSENCES
All absences need to be reported by 8:45am at the latest.
To report an absence please:




Use the 'Report an Absence' link in the top right corner on the school website homepage
http://www.remint.school.nz
Use the school app or
Phone the office on 09 522 9890 Option 1

Please do not email absence notifications to classroom teachers

ABSENCE TEXT NOTIFICATION
Your children’s safety is of paramount importance to us. In order to ensure the safety of all our students, at 9:30am if
your child has not been marked as Present we will send out a text notification to alert you of his/her absence.
We are aware many parents are simply very busy people and forget to notify the school so please respond with a Y and a
reason for the absence/lateness.
Respond with an N if you have dropped your child at school or know that he/she was coming to school and we can
investigate this promptly.
Should your mobile number change, please notify the school immediately so that we can update our records
accordingly.

PARENT PORTAL
Parents are able to use our portal to pay for their child’s donations and fees. We encourage anyone who has not already
signed up to do so. The address is https://parent.musac.school.nz/
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