
 
COVID-19 Update 

 
18 March 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
With recent announcements from the Ministry of Health (MOH) and the Ministry of Education (MOE) there is a 
good deal of new information to share. This update serves to clarify what has been shared and outline the impact 
on the school along with information regarding possible next steps and our preparedness for these possibilities. 
 
The MOH and the MOE continue to be the best sources of information about COVID-19 for New Zealand: 

• https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus 
• https://education.govt.nz/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-3/ 

 
Our immediate aim is to provide as much stability to our students as possible whilst taking all practical steps to 
provide a safe environment in line with the relevant advice. Our young people are generally at an age and stage 
where they hear and understand what is going on but don’t necessarily have the maturity to rationalise what is 
happening around them. This is all the more reason to provide a stable environment in which they feel safe and 
well cared for. 
 
The following changes have been made to our day to day operations and to upcoming events to support ongoing 
efforts to avoid potential introduction and spread of the virus. Advice is changing quite rapidly so any changes to 
the information contained below will be shared as appropriate. 
 

Assemblies 
With nearly 950 students and a relatively small hall, we have taken the decision to cease whole school and 
year level assemblies effective immediately. Although this is not an explicit directive from the MOE we feel 
that placing this many students in a confined place is not ideal at this time. 
 
Camps 
At this stage, camps are going ahead as planned. We will be reviewing this decision on a daily basis. The 
current advice from the MOE requires schools to be able to answer ‘yes’ to the following questions when 
considering whether or not they should continue with camps: 

 
“… for a school camp you will have already identified a serious injury or illness as a risk, and 
identified how you would respond to that.  In light of COVID-19 you should add the following to 
your considerations: 

• be aware of the symptoms of COVID-19 (which may be similar to other illnesses in the early 
stages) 

• the importance of protecting those vulnerable to respiratory illness – do you know who on 
your staff, in your volunteers and in your student population may be at greater risk? 

• if someone were to become ill with a serious illness, do you have facility to be able to 
respond to that, including the ability to isolate that person while you seek advice from 
public health? 

• do you have appropriate personal protective equipment and the ability to clean hard 
surfaces if someone were to become ill with flu, gastro bug, COVID-19 etc? 

 
Having considered these questions at length, we are confident that we have strong processes in place and 



 
access to relevant information. As COVID-19 is not yet being actively transmitted within the community, 
cancelling camps does not serve any practical purpose in minimising risk to our students at this time. 
 
Central Zone/After School Sports 
We received notification today that all central and inter zone sport will be cancelled for the remainder of 
the term and reviewed early in term 2. Out of school sports such as netball and water polo are preparing 
for the winter season however no final decision has been made as yet regarding their go ahead.  
 
Trips/Excursions 
Decisions regarding out of school trips or excursions are being made on a case by case basis. Considerations 
include size of the group, interaction with the wider public, transport arrangements and any other relevant 
information. 
 
Personal Health and Wellness 
• If your child is unwell they should not attend School 
• If you have questions about COVID-19 contact Healthline 0800 3585453. 
• Encourage your child to follow healthy practices including; 

o Washing hands with soap and water for 20 seconds 
o Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 
o Avoid sharing drink bottles 
o Covering a cough or sneeze with a tissue or elbow 
o Getting enough sleep and eating balanced meals 

Online Learning/School Closure 
At this time there are no plans to close schools. In the event that this should change, we have been 
preparing for a continuation of learning through our existing online platform, primarily Google Classroom 
and associated Google Apps. 
 
Much of what we already do is curated, managed and shared via Google Classroom. Should we close this 
would serve as our primary method of delivery. More details will be shared regarding this platform should 
it be necessary. For now, we are continuing business as usual. 

 
These are indeed uncertain times and this can be a significant source of stress for some people…students, parents, 
staff members, friends and school leaders alike. Please be aware that people may act in ways that are out of 
character. Try not to take this personally as it is likely just a symptom of stress. Rather than get upset, perhaps 
instead offer a lending hand. 
 
I thank you all for your confidence and support during these challenging times. Please feel free to contact us with 
any concerns. We are here to work with you to support our young people and one another. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Kyle Brewerton 
Principal 
Remuera Intermediate School 


