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Executive Statement  
Social Sciences education plays a critical role in developing young people as active and engaged citizens 
in uncertain, complex times. The social sciences can support learners to critically navigate and take action 
in society during their time at school and in their future. (Lifetime learners.) 
 
At R.I. we have been using the Social Inquiry approach to teach Social Sciences. 
 
Social Inquiry Process: 
Four-stage social inquiry cycle. The cycle begins with a setting-up inquiry, moves to a teacher-led inquiry, 
which provides the necessary knowledge and skills for students to undertake a student-led inquiry, before 
completing the cycle with a reflective activity.  
 
The setting-up inquiry:  
The focusing inquiry has teachers consider what strategies might work best and what new approaches 
they might want to try.  
 
Teacher-led inquiry: 
The teacher-led inquiry has teachers consider what is most important and therefore worth spending most 
time on. It also involves focusing on how students are scaffolded to take on their own inquiries. Here the 
teacher uses the most effective strategies and resources in order to help students reach the intended 
outcomes, by embedding key concepts and competencies into teacher-led activities, that will provide a 
strong foundation for the later student-led inquiries.  
 
Teachers consider: 
• What are the big ideas that students need to grasp?  
• What resources will enable students to understand the background to this issue/topic?  
• What sources will provide reliable information and different perspectives on this issue/topic? (Trips, 
speakers, websites, DVDs, Youtube, Ted Talk…)  
• What activities will help students to process information, gain deeper levels of understanding and refine 
their conceptual frameworks? (role play, interviews, blogs, surveys, debates, graphic organisers, digital 
stories, structured over views…) 
• How much time needs to be spent at this stage before students embark on their independent or 
collaborative inquiries? 
 
Student-led inquiry: 
Student-led inquiries, whether by individuals, pairs or groups, give students an opportunity to apply their 
skills to a real-life setting.  
 
Students consider: 
• What is the topic, problem or issue to be investigated?  
• Why is this an issue and who is affected?  
• What information is needed to understand the size and nature of the issue? (Identify,values, 
perspectives and viewpoints.) 
• What are some possible solutions?  
• Which is the most workable solution for our context?  
• In what ways could I (or my group) contribute to this solution? 
• How do we put this into action? 
  
The teacher’s role now focuses on teaching or reinforcing skills and knowledge that enable students to 
solve problems and move to the next step in their inquiry. The teacher also helps students to revisit and 
refine their ideas, linking them back to the teacher-led inquiry so that the developing conceptual 
understanding is deep and enduring (Ministry of Education, 2008).  
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Reflection: 
Reflection is a key part of the social inquiry process for teachers and students alike. Reflection may be 
written—but it need not be. 
The reflection process involves looking at what has been learnt, what it means in terms of understanding 
the issue, and how the experience influences their learning and their view of the social world.  
 
Teachers assess  their students understanding of key concepts at all points along this Social Inquiry 
process. This could include conferencing, learning oriented questioning, marking activities, teacher 
feedback, peer and self feedback, observation, concept based assessment, quality of research questions, 
note taking, processing information, evidence of exploring different perspectives, student action.... 
 
Some of the topics this year have been better suited to children finding a solution to an issue than others. 
With our new school curriculum we hope to connect to important social issues that relate to students’ lives 
and give them the confidence and competence to begin to address them, offering them the chance to 
make a difference to their own community.  
 
Our citizens of tomorrow will be better equipped to make their world a better place for all!  
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Social Science - Annual Plan 2018 
Strategic Objective Indicators of 

Success/Evidence Strategic Actions/Tasks Personnel Timeframe Budget 

● What is the overall aim? 
In broad terms, what are 
we trying to achieve? 

● Do/develop/create/ 
enhance… to achieve/ 
support/provide… 

● What will the future 
state look like if the 
strategic Objective is 
achieved? 

● Who will be 
impacted and how? 

● How will we know 
we have been 
successful? 

 

● What needs to happen to achieve 
these indicators? 

● Who will 
lead these 
actions? 

● Who will 
participate? 

● When will 
this 
happen? 

● Are 
there 
any 
associa
ted 
costs? 

 
Aim : To make teachers 
more effective at 
undertaking a Social 
Inquiry with their class and 
to obtain  useful 
assessment information as 
a result of using this 
process.  
 
 
 
Rational: 
Some  Year 7 teachers 
expressed concern in their 
feedback about  still not 
being very confident in 
teaching the Social Inquiry 
Process. 
 
Teachers are using social 
Inquiry as part of their 
assessment process in SS. 
Some Year 8 teachers 
indicated in their survey 
that  they did not find this a 
particularly effective 
method of collecting 
assessment data. 
 
Some Year 7 teachers 
suggested that they would 
like to create their own 
assessment according to 
the direction of their 
classes inquiry.  
 

● Teachers will feel 
confident teaching 
the Social Inquiry 
Process. 

 
 
● Students will be able 

to plan their own 
inquiry into an 
aspect of human 
society. (Related to 
topic) 

● Student will engage 
in a Social Inquiry. 

● Exemplar of Social Inquiry Approach 
for Term 1 and 2 topic. (Plan the 
Inquiry). 

● PD at the start of the term  to 
ensure teachers understand how to 
develop a Social Inquiry Approach. 

 
● Students learn how to use student 

template. 
 
 
 
● Teachers will guide students 

through the process. 
 

● HOD Soc.Sc. 
● Y7 Teachers 
● Y8 Teachers 

● Beginning 
of Term 
1&2. 

● Nil 

● Teachers will have 
many opportunities 
for assessment for 
learning (formative 
assessment)  to 
occur.  

 
● Teachers will have 

data to make valid 
calls for their pupils 
reports. 

 

● What to look for. (assessment) PD 
at start of topic. 

 
● Develop a concept map to use at 

start of topic, which teachers can 
analyse and see where to next. 
Students revisit at end of study. 
(Conceptual understandings) 

● Teachers can gather assessment 
information as the children 
progress through their social 
inquiry. 

● Look at the values progression. 
Discuss how they can be used. 
(Viewpoints and opinions) 

● HOD needs to be able to access 
mark book to ensure that teachers 
record their assessments…. 

● Obtain feedback from teachers at 
the end of the term, to identify 
what additional support is needed. 

 

● HOD Soc.Sc. 
● Y7 Teachers 
● Y8 Teachers 

● Beginning 
of Term 
1&2. 

● Nil 

 ● Try to find some outside PD 
relevant to Social Inquiry or 
Assessment. 

 

● HOD Soc.Sc. ● Ongoing. ● Nil 
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Annual Review - 2018 
Aim: To make teachers more effective at undertaking a Social Inquiry with their class 
and to obtain  useful  assessment information as a result of using this process.  
 
 
To make teachers more effective at undertaking a Social Inquiry; 
 
At the end of 2017 a number of Year 7 teachers indicated they were not very confident using 
the Social Inquiry approach to teach the Social Sciences. Year 7 teachers were given PD and 
resources at the start of term 1  2018 on ‘Setting up a Social Inquiry’. They were invited to ask 
the curriculum manager  for help at any time during their teaching of Social Sciences. (One 
teacher took advantage of this offer and I did the introductory lesson for her class, setting up 
the Social Inquiry Process, for the student led aspect of the inquiry.) Teachers were also 
encouraged to read the Building Conceptual Understandings in the Social Sciences: 
Approaches to Social Inquiry Booklet. (MoE 2008) Available in the resource room and team 
boxes. No outside PD on Social Inquiry was available this year.  
A survey was given to the Year 7 teachers, at the end of term 3, and the Year 8 teachers, half 
way through term 4, to ascertain their views on engaging in a Social Inquiry with their 
students. (Refer to Graphs) 
 
62%  (8) of the Year 7 - teachers  felt confident teaching the SI process this year. 
85% (11) -  felt more confident than last year. 
 
85%  (12) of the Year 8 teachers - felt confident teaching the SI process this year.  
86%  (12) -  felt more confident than last year. 
 
Feedback: Term 1 Year 7 Teachers found PD helpful. Most felt that they were more self 
assured about teaching SI than previously.  
 
Overall the Year 8 teachers seem to be more confident than the Year 7 teachers in teaching 
the Social Inquiry approach in Social Science. When asked at the beginning of term 2 if they 
would like the PD on Social Inquiry, only one Year 8 teacher took advantage of the 
opportunity. 
 
Students Social Inquiry: 
 
Student Research Questions: 
Social Inquiry is an approach for enabling learners to explore issues and their own and 
others’ approach to them. The key to a Social Inquiry is formulating an open ended question, 
ensuring that their inquiry has lots of avenues to research… Enabling the student to engage 
in critical thinking as they explore people's perspectives and links between concepts… (Refer 
to Graphs) 
 
5 Year 8 and 7 Year 7 - teachers thought that half of their class could develop their own 
questions. 
7 Year 8 and 3 Year 7 - teachers thought that most of their class could develop their own 
questions. 
2 Year 8 and 3 Year 7 - teachers thought that many of their students required help to 
co-construct the questions. 
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Locating and communicating information: 
Teachers need to ascertain that children have processed and then communicated 
information in their own words. Also explored different values and perspective in the process. 
 
69.2%  (9) of Year 7 teachers - thought that their students were effective at locating and 
communicating information to competently answer their research questions... 
85.7% (12) of Year 8 teachers - thought that their students were effective at locating and 
communicating information to competently answer their research questions... 
 
Useful assessment information from social inquiry: 
 
The primary use of assessment is to improve ‘students learning and teachers teaching’. Using 
the SI process, teachers are encouraged to assess at all stages of the process. Teachers 
need to embed their assessment for learning principles in their everyday practice. 
 
62% (8) of Year 7 teachers - thought using a Social inquiry as a means of assessing 
students, was useful. 
Five did not. Four of these were experienced teachers. 
 
85.7% (10 ) of Year 8 teachers - thought using a Social inquiry as a means of assessing 
students was useful. 
Four did not. Three were experienced teachers. 
 
Some of the teachers who did not find SI a good way to assess their students, were also the 
same ones lacking in confidence but not in all cases. It could be interesting to compare the 
self reported confidence of the teachers, with the actual performance of the students in their 
class. 
 
Teachers commented in their feedback that they felt a students literacy skills could impact on 
their Social Sciences assessment. This could be overcome by skillful learning oriented 
questioning/conferencing during the course of the inquiry. 
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Year 7 Teacher Survey 2018 

 
Very Confident Struggled 

 
More Less 
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Very Effective Not Effective 

 
Excellent Poor 
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Year 8 Teacher Survey 2018 
 

 
Very Confident Struggled 

 

 
More Less 
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Very Effective Not Effective 

 
Excellent Poor
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Assessment Results: (See Graphs) 
 
These grades would be as a result of a combination of the teacher led inquiry at the 
beginning of the topic  (front loading) as well as their understanding of concepts during the 
students own inquiry.  
 
Term 1 84% of Year 7 students - achieved at or above the expected standard for their social 
inquiry. 
Term 3 87% of Year 7  students - achieved at or above the expected standard  for their social 
inquiry. 
Term 2 84% of Year 8  students - achieved at or above the expected standard for their social 
inquiry. 
 
The Year 7 students showed a slight improvement in their Social Inquiries in term 3. 
In both Year 7 and 8 the girls achieved more 1s and 2s than the boys. (above expected 
standard.) 
 
Over all both Year 7 and 8 students achieved at a slightly higher level in conceptual 
understandings, than their social inquiry. 
Term 1 and 3, 92% of Year 7 students achieved at or above the expected standard for their 
understanding of social sciences concepts.  
Term 2 88% of  Year 8  students achieved at or above the expected standard for their 
understanding of social sciences concepts.  
 
These assessment results indicate that teachers are being very effective in teaching Social 
Sciences using the Social Inquiry approach.  
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Term 1 Assessment Results Year 7 

 
 

 
 
 

T1 Soc Sci - Conceptual Understanding Y7 

Score All Girl Boy 

1* 63 33 30 

2 143 81 62 

3 210 96 114 

4 32 10 22 

5 2 0 2 

Totals 450 220 230 

 
* Well above expected standard. 
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T1 Soc Sci - Social Inquiry Y7 

Score All Girl Boy 

1* 22 14 8 

2 117 75 42 

3 211 85 126 

4 64 29 35 

5 3 0 3 

Totals 417 203 214 

 
*Well above expected standard. 
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Term 3 Assessment Results Year 7 

 
 

 
 
 

T3 Soc Sci - Conceptual Understanding Y7 

Score All Girl Boy 

1* 47 28 19 

2 160 90 70 

3 214 94 120 

4 36 12 24 

5 3 0 3 

Totals 460 224 236 

 
*Well above expected standard. 
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T3 Soc Sci - Social Inquiry Y7 

Score All Girl Boy 

1* 44 23 21 

2 135 79 56 

3 215 91 124 

4 53 26 27 

5 7 2 5 

Totals 454 221 233 

 
*Well above expected standard. 
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Term 2 Assessment Results Year 8 
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Score Term 2 Year 8 
Conceptual 

Understanding 

Girl Boy Term 2 Year 8 
Social Inquiry 

Girl Boy 

1* 12 5 7 9 2 7 

2 122 61 61 118 68 50 

3 222 107 115 211 93 118 

4 43 18 25 58 26 32 

5 6 3 3 8 4 4 

Totals 405 194 211 404 193 211 

 
* Well above expected standard. 
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Highlights 2018  
  
Term 1: Natural Disasters – Year 7 
 

➢ Auckland Museum Educators 
The educators came to school and each Year 7 class had an hour session with 
them.  
MY Maunga - Volcanoes which surround them. 

 Historic Maori Occupation of the volcanoes. 
 Volcanic Science - hands on with rocks. 
  “Solution Seekers” How to stay safe in a natural disaster. 

 
➢ Ambury Park/Mangere Mountain Trip 

Students were led by an ARC Educator. They pointed out the landforms 
natural and man-made. The students engaged in, hands-on experiments to 
simulate the various stages of a volcanic eruption etc. The children particularly 
enjoyed exploring a lava cave. 
 

➢ Natalie Cutler-Welsh aka the ‘Go to Girl’ is founder of Go to Girl Social Media 
& Networking and co-author of parenting book, blog & podcast ‘If Only They’d 
Told Me’.  Gave a talk to Year 7 Assembly about her experiences in the 
Christchurch Earthquake. 

 
  
Term 2: Digging up the Past – Year 8 
 

➢ Some classes included a feast as part of their study. Pupils dressed in role and 
presented their findings to their class.  (Inquiry learning) Research into 
equipment/weapons etc. used by the society studied. 
 

 
Term 3: Exploration - Year 7 
 

➢ 3 classes went to The Auckland War Memorial Museum  -  Explored the 
galleries related to Polynesian  and European explorers. 
 

➢ 9 classes went to Kelly Tarltons - focus was on exploration of Antarctica. 
Replica of Scott's Hut…. (Also overlapped with Term 4 science topic) 
 
 

Term 4: Global Perspectives - Year 8 
 

➢ Debates on Global issues - Climate Change. 
➢ Zoo Visit - Animals of the Rainforest. Man's impact on their habitat. 
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Museum Educators - Natural Disasters 
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Mangere Mountain - Disasters 
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Kelly Tarlton’s - Exploration of Antarctica 
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Budget 2018 -  $3,000.00 
  

  
 New resources were purchased as they became available or when staff made a request. 
(DVDs, reference books, maps etc.). 
 Some damaged or lost resources were replaced, especially atlases, which are regularly 
topped up. 
 Current Events (online) Quiz. 
See print out below. 
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Professional Development 2018 
 

Social Inquiry PD 
 
1. PD at the start of the term 1  for Year 7 teachers. To ensure teachers understood how to 
engage in the Social Inquiry Approach. (As per Plan) Opportunity for teachers to ask 
questions. Hand out. (Social Inquiry Overview, Sample Overview for term 1, Concept map 
rubric, Student template, Social Studies 3 Process Matrices, Critical Thinking ideas.) 
 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17qxsuD9l3tU3c4XEPff0NaGUcp3zfoJsJamfKfA5M5
E/edit#slide=id.p 
 
 
2. Anne McDonnell asked if I would start her class on their  Social inquiry in term 1. Gave the 
introduction lesson to her class. Also showed them some examples of 2017 students power 
points. 
 
3. PD was offered to Year 8 teachers at the start of term 2.  
Only Mo expressed any interest. Met with her and went over the process... 
 

 
Auckland Social Studies Association PD. 
 
Offered to all classroom teachers.  8 September 2018. 
 
Anne McDonnell attended. 
 
 
 
   

25 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17qxsuD9l3tU3c4XEPff0NaGUcp3zfoJsJamfKfA5M5E/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17qxsuD9l3tU3c4XEPff0NaGUcp3zfoJsJamfKfA5M5E/edit#slide=id.p


 
 

 Programme and Assessment Tasks – 2018 
Year 8 

 Term Topic Task 

1  Science  

2 

Digging up the Past  

Inquiry based investigation around a Past 
Culture. A variety of options were available for 
students to choose from to communicate their 
findings. 

3 Science   

4 

Global Perspectives 

Inquiry based investigation around a Global 
Perspective. A variety of options were available 
for students to choose from to communicate 
their findings. 

1,2, 4 
 Current Events 

 
Test – New Zealand/World news. 
 

Year 7 

  Topic Task 

1 

 Natural Disasters  

Inquiry based investigation around a natural 
Disaster. A variety of options were available for 
students to choose from to communicate their 
findings. 

2 Science   

3 
Exploration 

Inquiry based investigation around an Explorer. 
A variety of options were available for students 
to choose from to communicate their findings. 

4 Science  

1,2,4 
Current Events 

 
Test – New Zealand/World news. 
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Social Science Feedback - Year 7 Term 1 2018 
 

1. What did the students gain from this terms Social Sciences topic/study?.  
● Many of the students had covered the volcano topic with their primary school, 

(Remuera Primary) so that was disappointing. Some children felt like it was repeating 
and therefore not as engaging. However,  there is a lot of value in the Mangere 
Mountain trip and they can always learn more.  

● Natural disasters topic always valid/important for Auckland residents.  
● Good topic for interaction between people and land.  
● Social inquiry process introduced. 
● Inquiry cycle is great, more freedom with choosing questions. Allows more indepth 

research rather than just spitting out what Google tells them with facts about natural 
disasters. 

● Many of the students started to think about how their disaster affected other people 
and what knowledge those people gained from that experience which could then be 
used in the future. 

● Most students learnt how to research using an inquiry based model. 
● Cross curriculum with English - note taking and summarising of information. 

 
2. How do you know what learning took place?  
● Assessment criteria/rubric provided. Teacher observation during class work/content of 

assignments. ( Observations, conversations, work evidence) 
● The students submitted slide shows and were able to articulate the information they 

had read about, seen on TV and learned from our discussions, videos, projects and 
trips. The discussions in class along the way indicated their thoughts and 
understandings too. 

● Natural disasters occurring in their lives - Storm. Coped with it as knew what to do… 
discussions in class after the event. 

● Test showed growth of Concepts. 
● Struggled making connection with people. Hard to get pass death. (Road blockage- 

airport closed… kids couldn’t see connection) 
● Matrix worked well. 
● Wahine disaster link. Personal links helps understanding…. 

 
3. What would you do differently if you taught this topic again? (How could you 

improve your teaching?)  
● Unsure as I think it’s been covered pretty well with visitors, a trip, videos, discussion 

etc - We might need a new topic. 
● Focus more on people.  
● Could be better with the inquiry cycle. 
● Teach it more often, because students weren’t as engaged as they had done topic 

before it wasn’t taught as often as it could have been. Term one is always super 
jammed with other things ie camp, Digital Citizenship. Could narrow down options with 
what we are focussing on? 

● More front-loading as teachers now understand topic better.  
● Give examples of case studies 
● Make more links between past and present responses of people and communities to 

disasters 
● Less science based information  explored, more emphasis on people. 
● More reading and cross curricular links to English (note taking, summarising etc) using 

content from this topic area 
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4. How could you improve students learning in Social Sciences in the future? 
(Term 3)  

● More interaction. Are there other places we can go to experience disaster learning in 
Auckland? 

● See if their is any speakers. Civil defence. Next year. 
● Teacher led/feedback on rubrics and verbal feedback from students. Comments from 

students (peer assessment). Self assessment. 
● More hands on activities. More concrete idea of how I will do the on-going 

assessment. It will easier with the students hopefully not having done the topic before 
in Term 3. 

● To understand the inquiry based model more. 
● More future focused lessons - what can we do? 
● Making links to changing global warming that is causing the greater instance of 

cyclones, flooding etc 
 

5. What feedback did you give the children?  
● I marked them on their presentations (slideshows) and wrote comments in homework 

assignments about disasters. Also spoke with them if need be about their 
understandings. 

● Pleased with the standard of Inquiry. 
● End of each part of matrix. 
● Overall standard and quantity of work at beginning of year very poor. 
● Inquiry cycle is great, more freedom with choosing questions. Allows more indepth 

research rather than just spitting out what Google tells them with facts about natural 
disasters. 

● Two medals and a mission from the students after their presentation. 
● Rubric showing teachers assessment of presentation. 
● Peer feedback 
● Written, verbal comments from teacher. 

 
6. How are your Maori and Pasifika students achieving in the Social Science? 

What is their attitude to learning about the Social Sciences? Are our areas of 
focus (Topics) appropriate? 

● Maori and Pasifika students are generally interacting well and able to communicate 
their thoughts and understanding. Just as with other students, some need more help 
and explanation than others. 

● More enthusiastic with links to use of mountain in past. 
● Open topic allows them to choose their focus so therefore able to relate to their own 

lives. Similar to every other student!! 
● Relevant to most cultures considering context could be anywhere such as Tarawera, 

cyclones in the Pacific Islands etc. 
● They were involved and engaged and did the same as other students. 

 
Social Inquiry: 
  a) Did your students do a Social Inquiry?  

● Social inquiry process introduced to most classes. They did well considering it was the 
first time for many of them. 

● Working on independence. Self management skills poor. 
 
  b) Did you feel confident teaching the Social Inquiry Process?  

● Worked well with Year 8 last year. Year 7 different. (More Scaffolding) 
● Yes/building more confidence than previously.  
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● Term 1 PD slideshow was helpful. 
● Yes, but it would be useful to have more guidance in this area, especially concrete 

exemplars or step-by- step instructions. (Teachers were given a step by step guide at 
the PD in term 1, exemplars were available on request.) 
 

 
  c) Were students able to plan their own Inquiry?  

● They planned their own project and only a few needed help to guide them through the 
process.  

● As a general rule the students could plan their own inquiry. 
● With scaffolding. Remade the marking rubric with students. Created a better 

understanding of what we expected. 
 
  d) Comments:  

● It was good to do it 2 years in a row (teachers) to add to what we had done last year, 
but would be good to change next year otherwise we will all get bored.  

● We are able to get a parent in to speak to the students in assembly, she will speak 
about the Christchurch Earthquake and the impact it had on her and her family. This 
will be great for my class especially as it is very real being one of their classmates.  

● Even though some of the students had studied this topic previously teachers could 
use these pupils as a source of information.  

● Activities were broadened and extended to accommodate pupils who had had a taste 
of this topic in the past. 

 
Assessment: 
a) Did you find it easy to assess  the students as you progressed through your unit of 
work? 

● Yes, as we kept a track of their work weekly with homework relating to the topic and 
with the development of their slide shows, using specific questions on the topic. 

● Not really because they already had all the prior knowledge from doing this topic 
previously. Overall OK though. 

 
b) Did you have enough data to make valid calls to enter a grade into the mark book? 
(The Edge)  
 (Demonstrates understanding of Social Sciences concepts. 
 Engaged in a Social Inquiry.) 

● Yes but as the students worked in pairs it is hard to say if both students deserved the 
same grade. 

● Yes, reasonably confident. 
 
c) Comments 
Is there any support you would like?  

● No - I’m/we’re happy.  
● Example work would be handy (Available on request or could have used examples 

from previous years.) 
● Skeleton inquiry diagram/visual (Was included in the guidelines/PD.) 
● Any teachers who have a more interactive way of teaching it, maybe we could set up 

some observations. 
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Social Science Feedback - Year 8  Term 2 2018  
 

 
1. What did the students gain from this terms Social Sciences topic/study? 

Research skills 
Journalling skills 
Making connections between cultures 
Exploration of leadership 
Graphic organisers 
Appreciation of past civilisations and how it has affected modern day. 
 

2. How do you know what learning took place? 
Observation 
Rich Classroom discussion on leadership and government systems 
Inquiry presentations still to come 
‘Sinker’ aspect of bookwork 
Student presentations - oral, written (bookwork, pamphlet) Inquiries. 
 

3. What would you do differently if you taught this topic again? 
(How could you improve your teaching?) 
Scaffold lower ability students more 
More explicit modelling of cross-culture comparisons prior to inquiry 
Content bookwork checklist at beginning of term 
Some would front load more. 
Continue to refine Inquiry Process - Big question... 
 

4. How could you improve students learning in Social Sciences in the future? 
(Term 4) 

Increased modelling of thinking processes 
More use of visual resources. DVDs, Youtube etc 
 

5. What feedback did you give the children? 
Verbal, written, criteria based, peer,  
Oral and written. Rubric for Inquiry. 
 

6. How are your Maori and Pasifika students achieving in the Social Science? 
What is their attitude to learning about the Social Sciences? Are our areas of 
focus (Topics) appropriate? 

Range of achievement - relative to other students 
 
We love Ancient Rome and don’t want to change at this stage. 
We would like to see more options for a NZ focus (Maybe through current events?) 

- Pacific colonisation 
- NZ Wars (Land wars, WWI, WWII etc) 

Positive attitude. Included Maori migration as an ancient civilisation choice. 
Compare cultures - eg. Roman myths and Maori myths. 
Comparison of how Vikings build longships and how Maori build waka. 
 
Social Inquiry: 
  a) Did your students do a Social Inquiry? 
Yes  
  b) Did you feel confident teaching the Social Inquiry Process? 
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Yes we did feel confident. 
Generally but did assume that students would generate more questions independently. 
 
  c) Were students able to plan their own Inquiry? 
No - we feel based on prior experience they need a good deal of scaffolding to really benefit 
Varied within classes. Generally needed to be guided through the process more, to begin 
with. 
  d) Comments 
Happy with topics. 
 
Assessment: 
a) Did you find it easy to assess  the students as you progressed through your unit of 
work? 
Yes 
Students literacy skills affected success. (An ability to research and present orally) 
b) Did you have enough data to make valid calls to enter a grade into the mark book? 
(The Edge) 
 Demonstrates understanding of Social Sciences concepts. 
 Social Inquiry. 
Yes  
c) Comments (None) 
 
Is there any support you would like? (None) 
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